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(Guest) Pastoral Notes

Dear good people of Foreside Community Church,

What a beautiful season it has been to share with you alll The abundant rain we
have had this winter and spring had has produced an amazingly lush season of blossoms
and as the spring turns to early summer, many of you are getting boats ready to put back
at the mooring and opening up your camps. We are also coming up to the final month of
our sabbatical season and to graduations and summer vacations.

Foreside has two high school graduates to celebrate in worship on June 9th: Alex
Bezanson and Olivia Knudsen. There are also two rising 5t graders who will be receiv-
ing Bibles on the 9th: Baxter Corcoran and Lisette Rodas. We will celebrate the Christian
Education volunteers that same Sunday, and all enjoy an ice cream social outdoors (if
weather permits) after worship. Children are often unaware of how much their presence
is appreciated by the older generations. Please be sure to sign the cards for Alex and
Olivia during the ice cream social and let all the young folk know how much you enjoy
seeing and hearing from them.

On the 16, we will also be celebrating Rev. Chuck Erb’s 60 years of ordained min-
istry as part of the regular worship service, and his daughter will be preaching that Sun-
day.

Our final Sunday with you will be June 30. Both Sarah and Cheryl will be on hand
and plans for that Sunday service are still inchoate, however, a church wide endeavor re-
quires your attention and attendance so continue reading!

We look forward to seeing you all during this season of celebration!

See you in church!
Pastors Cheryl and Sarah

(On the cover) Is that the new Stewardship chairperson in a tree? An outgoing moderator further down?
Well yes, and yes. And to answer any further questions regarding newly appointed officers, and new
and returning ministry/committee volunteers, just contact the office (info@foresidechurch.org or
781-5880) for the current 2024 Friends and Members Directory and it will be either emailed or
snail mailed to you, your choice. BTW those two characters, Bruce Kaake and Cynthia Beggs spent a

good seven plus hours spring cleaning the grounds recently. Thank you!
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WELL-BEING IN THE MIDST OF IT ALL

The on-site morning mindfulness class will be continuing through the end of June on
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. in the parlor. We continue to welcome all participates. We will
continue to focus on mindfulness practices to help us weather the storms of daily life
and build resilience and maintain equanimity and a sense of well-
being in the midst of all the troubling personal, national, and world

events.

The class is loosely based on the book Awakening Joy, by James .
Baraz and Shoshana Alexander. Itis “recommended,” but not J ( ) \ G
“required” reading. Each hour-long session includes some teaching || i

and a guided meditation. No previous meditation experience is nec-

essary.

" o

Worship in the sanctuary...

...and attendance on Sundays is open to all with the following
protocols in place:

Mask wearing is voluntary (a supply can be located in the
narthex).

We ask households to give each other good social distance.

Windows will be opened enough to increase ventilation.
Worship continues to also be live-streamed for attending
convenience by going to:

https://www.youtube.com/
ForesideCommunityChurch

Bulletins for each service, including words to that day’s
hymns are also posted at the above website address.

On the road and missing a ser-
mon? Want to go back and re-
visit any one sermon? Want to
share a sermon with a friend or
family member? Pastor Geoff’s
sermons in both written and
audio form from May 2019 to
March 31, 2024 and including
Easter services (minus
“Prayers on the Patio”) can be
viewed and/or heard on FCC’s

website at:

http://www.foresidechurch.org/
index.php/category/sermons/

Supporting the Ministry of FCC

As we work to continue to offer ministry inside and out of our congregation in a time of so much instability, we
would invite you consider how you can continue to support our work in the world. Please know that if you would
like to mail a gift or regular pledge payment to the church office, the office will be open to receive that gift.

If you would like to make a one time gift online, or if you would like create an account for a monthly recur-
ring gift, you may do so through PayPal by going to our giving page and clicking the "Donate" button.

Thank you for the ways you share from your lives and empower the ministry of the church, offering connection,

nurturing, and support here and in the wider world!



http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/category/sermons/
http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/category/sermons/
http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/giving/
https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=19c1407a20&e=475d364cab
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
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FCC Launches the Lewis Family Van
Fundraising Effort

When Pastor Geoff left for sabbatical at the end of March, he charged those of us on

the Governing Board with a “Neighbors in Need” project to pursue while he was

away. It was all about a local family whose situation was quite dire and extremely com-

pelling. We had discussed this family at a few board meetings and talked about what was happening, what their
resources were, what the family was accessing for assistance, and what were unmet needs. We kept abreast
through different contacts - Jill Fox, Catherine Hannon, and Pastor Geoff - as to the family’s status, which was
changing, along with their ability to cope with daily challenges.

The need for a handicapped van became very clear and we chose this way to focus our energies.

If you are on this mailing list, you likely have received a letter in the mail, describing all of this and our goal to
raise the money to purchase a (used) van that could accommodate a handicapped passenger. The price tag -
which is our goal — is roughly $80,000. And that is a no-frills previously owned option, but would serve them
well.

Several weeks after launching the letter campaign, we have realized over 45% of our goal — thanks to Foreside
Community members and friends! So, the energy is there, and we are closer to the finish line.

Vehicles equipped specifically for this type of situation will come on the market occasionally but be snatched up
quickly. In order to buy the van, we need to have the cash on hand. We do have a great connection with Kurt
(and Dorothy) Eckhardt to find such a vehicle. But first we need to raise the capital.

Thank you to everyone who has donated so far! We feel encouraged by your generosity and enthusiastic re-
sponse.

In addition to the mail appeal, we are planning a “One Pound or More Auction” for our first fundraiser. If
you were not able to attend the last one of these, let me tell you this is the MOST fun event ever. Our amazing
duo of fabulous auctioneers (Lisa Nash and Carol Ward) have agreed to return to the stage for our entertain-
ment. These two know how to put the FUN in FUNdraising. You will be so happy to come and participate.

It will be held on Sunday, June 30. That day also happens to be our last Sunday with our wonderful co-
sabbatical ministers, Cheryl, and Sarah. Please bring your picnic lunch which will precede our auction. Bottles of

cold water and cookies will be provided. Weather permitting, we will set up outdoors in the upper parking lot as
we did before.

For more information on how to join in on the festivities just take a look over at page 5. Please mark your
calendars and plan now to attend!

Hope we see you there,

Cynthia Beggs
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS,

AND UPCOMING EVENTS

<o
June 9, 2024

Graduation Commencement &
last day of Sunday School,
Teacher Recognition AND....
Sundaes for all afterwards!

Join Fellowship for an Ice Cream Social on Sun-
day June 9% after church. We will be celebrating
our high school graduates, our new Bible recipi-
ents, our volunteer Christian Education teachers.
We can also celebrate the end of the school year
(almost) and the start of summer! There is a lot to
be thankful for! All of us can celebrate our com-
munity together.

Please bring (and after, take home) your favorite
sundae topping. Fellowship will provide the ice
cream, including a vegan/dairy free alternative,
along with the tea and coffee. There will be plenty
of bowls and spoons so plan to join us and dig
in. Let’s hope for a nice day so
we can enjoy time together out-
side on the patio. If the weather
is inclement, we will move in-
side. Either way, don’t miss the
fun!

&

One Pound (or More) Auction
June 30, 2024
All Proceeds to Support
the Lewis Family Van Fundraiser
An FCC Neighbors in Need Effort

Please plan to join everyone on Sunday, June 30 immedi-
ately following worship. You will have a blast because this is

one fun event...

Attendees will participate by bringing a wrapped mys-
tery gift box that weighs at least one pound. What could be
inside each box? It could be a treasure... or a trick! The
contents are strictly up to you. It may be something new, or
old, but useful and interesting. (No junk please.) Remember,
it is all about the presentation because you want people to
be tempted to bid on your package. All items will be uni-
dentified as to who brought them. So, don’t let on which
wrapped item you have donated. Please remember that we
are raising money so have some fun and make it interest-
ing! You are certainly welcome to donate more than one
mystery gift. And yes, you can still bid on something even
if you do not bring a wrapped item.

Fair warning - you may get into a bidding war, depend-
ing on how attractive a wrapped item may appear so come
prepared ($§3%). Lisa Nash and Carol Ward will reprise their
roles as our animated auctioneers.

Please bring your picnic lunch to enjoy. Water and
cookies/sweets will be provided for you. This will be a
great gathering for an even greater cause. We hope you will
start looking for something to bring to the auction table and
contemplating how to make it look intriguing.

Some acts of kindness are random...and others are well-
planned. Please come and feel free to bring a friend! The
more the merrier and all participants will help us get closer

to reaching our goal.
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.)

2023 Bob Fuller Award Recipients

We celebrated two FCC members this year for this
annual award. It was hard to realize how these two
had not been recognized before this year.

The first recipient is Claudia Kinnear. Marga-
ret Perkins shared beautiful reasons and descriptions
(abridged below) of why Claudia is so deserving of
this award.

Claudia joined the church in 1986 and she has been a
member of the choir since that time. In the late 1990s-
early 2002s Claudia and her husband, Bill, gave the upright
piano that is currently in use in the sanctuary to the
church to support the church's music program.

Because Claudia, aged 6, and her family were refugees in
the aftermath of World War 2, the situation of others
who are homeless, asylum seekers, and refugees resonates
with het. She has been a walker and fund-raiser for Habi-
tat for Humanity for more than 20 years, raising thou-
sands of dollars each year for that cause.

For many years before the pandemic struck Claudia did
the church coffee hour once a month. For Claudia, doing
the coffee hour does not just mean showing up with a few
plates of refreshments and making a pot of coffee. She
begins preparations Thursday or Friday by inspecting the
church kitchen and cleaning it to her standards. She sets
the tables with plants and flowers from her garden. She
arrives at the church by 8AM Sunday morning to be sure
the coffee and hot water are properly made. She offers a
gracious menu of items to please all age groups: crackers,
cheese, cookies, and juice for the children; lovely tea sand-
wiches, pastries and her signature lemon squares, and fruit
for the adult members. She takes great pleasure in seeing
people enjoying extended conversations together with a
snack and a cup of fortifying beverage.

Over the years she has been a steadfast friend to older
church members, regularly visiting them at home, taking
them flowers from her garden when they were no longer
able to attend services and church activities.

She is a friend to all and has a cheery word for everyone.
Claudia spends time daily calling church members who are
ill and writing cards and messages remembering members’
birthdays and special occasions.

Claudia! We cannot appreciate and thank you enough
for all that you and Bill have given to Foreside
Church over your many years of membership. You
have truly been devoted to this ministry in so many
ways. All of us who know and sing and worship with
you, have benefited from your beautiful spirit and ser-
vice.

We have the pleasure to announce that John
Bischof is the co-recipient of the Bob Fuller
Award for 2023.

So many reasons why John is deserving of this award. For
one thing, John was a large part of the energy behind the
“red hymnal” option to the black hymnal.
Truth and Light.

Hymns of

It may be safe to say he is a scholar of the scriptures. He
must have spent hours in this pursuit. John loves digging

into the philosophical or theological aspects of life.

He has a most generous heart and soul. If the call goes
out in our congregation to prepare and deliver meals to
someone who needs them, he will likely be the first to vol-
unteer — often offering more than one dinner delivered.
On a recent occasion, he delivered his homemade dinner

on a serving tray! How gracious is that?

John Bischof is not only comfortable, but looks amazingly
dapper, in a 3-piece suit. Yes, he wears it well — especially
on Christmas Eve when he also sports a handsome over-

coat and perfect fedora.

Yet if the call goes out to do churchyard cleanup after set-
vice, he looks just as natural in a canvas work shirt, jeans,
and boots. And that is when you see the cross on the

chain that he wears around his neck.

Contributions to our church life include being the host of
the monthly Men’s Breakfast. It is a rich part of our
church life and very popular with attendance increasing.
At Men’s Breakfasts, when donations are given by those

attending, they go to the Neighbors in Need Fund, rather
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.)

This

year, John encouraged the men attending on Saturday, to

than to offset the expense of providing breakfast.

return to put on a coffee hour the next morning to honor
Mother’s Day.

John was tapped and agreed to deliver sermons during Ja-
net Dorman’s medical leave. And as July “Prayers on the
Patio” has become a tradition, John can be counted on to
fulfill a Sunday slot.

As a Minister of Worship, John approaches the worship
service and his role with appropriate reverence. And can
he deliver a scripture! His voice sounds as though it comes
from Heaven itself. He is dedicated to serving on any
Sunday, including Communion Sundays, Christmas Eve,
Easter, and Pentecost...which John tells us is his favorite

holy day.

As a minister of worship, on the 500 anniversary of the
Reformation, he was asked to play the role of Martin Lu-
ther for Sunday service. John would have to dress the part
as Martin Luther...and walk up to the front of the sanctu-
ary ...and hammer the list of “protests against indulgenc-

2

es” into the door that was propped up for the occasion.
He played the part seriously, yet unforgettably, as you

might imagine.

Finally and quite to John’s essence - you don’t have to
know him long to understand that he found and cherished
the love of his life and misses her daily. There are beautiful
flower arrangements in the sanctuary honoring all of the
important dates in her memory, year after year that they are
apart. I do wish I had known his beloved wife, Helen.

We are honored to present this award to you, John Bis-
chof, dear friend, and member, with sincerest grati-
tude for your dedication and for all of your contribu-
tions over the years to our Foreside Community
Church.

We love you and hope to enjoy many more years with
you!

The Foreside Book Group ended this season with a
lively and fun discussion of Remarkably Bright Creatures.
We laughed a lot and learned a lot about octopuses and
their amazing intelligence and behavior. Thanks to the oc-
topus Marcellus, the mystery was solved, and everything
ended on a happy note. It was an appropriate way to end
the season for the summer. We will not be meeting in June,
July or August, so take time to read whatever you wish.
There certainly is a lot out there to choose from!

We will meet again in September and have decided to
read Monica Woods newest book, How to Read a Book. It
will be popular, but you have all summer to get your name
on the library list or buy a copy. It sounds like another
good one by a favorite Maine writer. Here is a summary
from Barnes and Noble.

"Violet Powell, a twenty-two-year-old from rural Abbott
Falls, Maine, is being released from prison after serving
twenty-two months for a drunk-driving crash that killed a
local kindergarten teacher. Harriet Larson, a retired English
teacher who runs the prison book club, is facing the unset-
tling prospect of an empty nest. Frank Daigle, a retired ma-
chinist, hasn’t yet come to grips with the complications of
his marriage to the woman Violet killed.

When the three encounter each other one morning in a
bookstore in Portland—Violet to buy the novel she was
reading in the prison book club before her release, Harriet
to choose the next title for the women who remain, and
Frank to dispatch his duties as the store handyman—their
lives begin to intersect in transformative ways.

How to Read a Book is an unsparingly honest and pro-
foundly hopetul story about letting go of guilt, seizing sec-
ond chances, and the power of books to change our lives.
With the heart, wit, grace,
and depth of understanding
that has characterized her
work, Monica Wood illumi-
nates the decisions that de-
fine a life and the kindnesses
that make life worth living."
Barnes and Noble

-=-HOW TO
READ A BOO

Above all, enjoy your sum-
mer and be safe and happy
wherever life takes you, and
we will catch up in Septem-
ber. Your suggestions are
FMI:

always welcome too.

mimihinkel @gmail.com MONICA WOOD
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.)

June Birthday Greetings

Gemini ~ Spontaneous, playful, and adorably
erratic, Gemini is driven by its insatiable curi-
osity. Appropriately symbolized by the celestial
twins, this air sign was interested in so many

pursuits that it had to double itself.
Trevor Lavenbein ~ 6
Wendi Maynard ~ 10

Pete Ventre ~ 11
Jim Gertmenian ~ 16

Deborah Gray ~ 20

Cancer ~ Represented by the crab, Cancer
seamlessly weaves between the sea and
shore representing Cancer’s ability to exist in
both emotional and material realms. Cancers
are highly intuitive and their psychic abilities
manifest in tangible spaces. But—just like the
hard-shelled crustaceans—this water sign is
willing to do whatever it takes to protect itself
emotionally.

Parker Albee ~ 23
Shirley Pyles ~ 25
Clifford Gilpin ~ 28

Let’s do (a continental)
Breakfast Ladies!

Women of the church, members and friends
are invited to breakfast on
Wednesday, June 19, 2024 @ 8:30 a.m.
in the FCC coffee area,
we’ll provide the food,
you bring your appetite.

~ good food, good conversation ~

it’s a great way to start your day!
Please RSVP to
deborah.gray48(@gmail.com
or 952-4041 by June 17
so we can plan accordingly.
See you there!

The Men's Breakfast...

will be gathering on

Saturday, June 15, 2024 @ 8:30 a.m.

at the church
An enjoyable repast and
lively discussions are always on the menu!
FMI John Bischof
jegbischof@gmail.com or 781-2391

The July/August edition of Steeplenotes
material submittal deadline is
Friday, June 14, 2024

Submitted articles should be final
and print ready, pictures complete
with captions in jpeg format can
be included. Thank you.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

FRAUD B
RED FLAGS

Bath
Savings

Since 1852

Bath Savings has many safeguards in place to
protect your personal information. Still, it is

important to be vigilant as fraud and identity theft
scams are becoming more sophisticated every day.

A person calls or emails, pretending to be someone
you trust, such as a family member or a
representative from your bank and asks for personal
information such as a social security number or
password. The person may threaten legal action or
using intimidation tactics to get you to respond.

¢ You're asked to send money through undetectable
methods such as wire transfers and gift cards, or they
may even send a check and ask you to return some of
the money through these methods.

* A person calls/emails and claims that you have won a
sweepstakes. They tell you to send them money to
cover taxes or processing fees.

* You receive a phone call from someone claiming to
work for Microsoft who indicates they've noticed
dangerous software on your computer. In order to
triage this, they are requesting remote access to your
computer. This is a scam.

¢ Phishers want you to click a link that allows them to
install malware on your device or try to access secure
information. A common scenario is delivery-related
scams, often in the form of text/email that claims you
have a lost package you can retrieve by clicking a link.

* Romance scammers create fake profiles on dating
sites and social media. The scammers strike up a
relationship with you to build up trust, then, they
make up a story and ask for money. If the person
you're chatting with can't meet in person and asks
you for money, it's probably a scam.

If you believe your personal information may have
been compromised, visit IdentityTheft.gov.

bathsavings.bank 800-447-4559 MEMBER FDIC

PROTECT
YOURSELF

While Bath Savings proactively monitors all of our
accounts for suspicious activity 24/7, it's important that
you stay vigilant in protecting yourself from fraud.

* Read your credit reports. You have a right to a free
credit report every 12 months from
annualcreditreport.com or by calling 1-877-322-8228.

* Set up Account Alerts in online banking to receive
notifications of activity on your account.

* Check your bank, credit card, and account
statements for mistakes.

e Shred all documents that show personal, financial,
and medical information.

* Don't respond to email, text, and phone messages
that ask for personal information.

* Never click on links or open attachments from
unknown sources, and never give anyone you don't
know remote access to your computer.

e Create complex passwords that mix letters, numbers,
and special characters. Don't use the same password
for more than one account.

e When shopping online, use websites that protect
your information with encryption. An encrypted site
has “https” at the beginning of the web address.

* Never share multi-factor security codes such as the
four to eight-character codes you get through text
message or email.

* Use anti-virus and anti-spyware software, and a
firewall on your computer. Set automatic updates.

* Never send money to strangers (via wire, PayPal,
Zelle, etc.) under any circumstances.

If you receive a suspicious email, call, or text,
contact us at 800-447-4559 or
bsi@bathsavings.bank.

We’re here to help.

The above handouts were recently shared with a church member by Bath Savings Bank and deemed important enough for distribu-
tion among its friends and members; applicable to the community as a whole.
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Daily Lectionary Readings for June 2024

Sat., June 1

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Samuel 2:1-10
John 7:19-24

Sun., June 2

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23—3:6

Mon., June 3
Psalm 99

1 Samuel 2:11-17
Romans 9:19-29

Tues., June 4
Psalm 99

1 Samuel 2:18-21
Acts 15:1-5, 22-35

Wed., June 5
Psalm 99

1 Samuel 2:22-36
John 5:1-18

Thurs., June 6
Psalm 138

1 Samuel 4:1-22
1 Peter 4:7-19

Fri., June 7
Psalm 138

1 Samuel 5:1-12 2
Corinthians 5:1-5

Sat., June 8
Psalm 138

1 Samuel 6:1-18
Luke 8:4-15

Sun., June 9

1 Samuel 8:4-11 [12-15]
and

16- 20 [11:14-15]

Psalm 138

2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
Mark 3:20-35

Mon., June 10
Psalm 108

1 Samuel 7:3-15
Revelation 20:1-6

Tues., June 11
Psalm 108

1 Samuel 8:1-22
Revelation 20:7-15

Wed., June 12
Psalm 108

1 Samuel 9:1-14
Luke 11:14-28

Thurs., June 13
Psalm 20

1 Samuel 9:15-27
Hebrews 2:5-9

Fri., June 14
Psalm 20

1 Samuel 10:1-8
Hebrews 11:4-7

Sat., June 15
Psalm 20

1 Samuel 13:1-15a
Mark 4:1-20

Sun., June 16

1 Samuel 15:34—16:13
Psalm 20

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-
13] 14-17

Mark 4:26-34

Mon., June 17
Psalm 53

1 Samuel 13:23—14:23

Galatians 6:11-18

Tues., June 18
Psalm 53
1 Samuel 15:10-23

Revelation 21:22—22:5

Wed., June 19
Psalm 53

1 Samuel 15:24-31
Luke 6:43-45

Thurs., June 20
Psalm 9:9-20

1 Samuel 16:14-23
Acts 20:1-16

Fri., June 21
Psalm 9:9-20

1 Samuel 17:55—18:5

Acts 21:1-16

Sat., June 22
Psalm 9:9-20

1 Samuel 18:1-4
Luke 21:25-28

Sun., June 23

1 Samuel 17:[1a, 4-11,
19- 23] 32-49 or 1 Sam-
uel 17:57—18:5, 10-16

Psalm 9:9-20
or Psalm 133
2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Mark 4:35-41

Mon., June 24
Psalm 119:113-128
1 Samuel 18:6-30
Acts 27:13-38

Tues., June 25
Psalm 119:113-128
1 Samuel 19:1-7
Acts 27:39-44

Wed., June 26
Psalm 119:113-128
1 Samuel 19:8-17
Mark 6:45-52

Thurs., June 27
Psalm 130

1 Samuel 19:18-24
2 Corinthians 7:2-16

Fri., June 28
Psalm 130

1 Samuel 20:1-25
2 Corinthians 8:1-7

Sat., June 29
Psalm 130

1 Samuel 20:27-42
Luke 4:31-37

Sun., June 30

2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27
Psalm 130

2 Corinthians 8:7-15
Mark 5:21-43
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