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Connecting to God ~ Nurturing Community ~ Discovering how our Lives Make a Difference

Sunday, June 9th marked the last day of Sunday School as stu-
dents gathered for commencements including high school grad-
uation, awarding of Bibles to 5th graders, and the start of sum-
mer. All was followed by another, and most delicious, Sundae

gathering. Very well attended!
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(Sabbatical Guests) PASTORAL NOTES
A “Thank You,” sanctuary worship protocol, supporting and accessing
UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS
David W. Clough Memorial Date
Mocktails on the Patio Date
Green Team Shares: successful event, BTS date, “Prayers” date
Summer Fun BINGO activity
Lending Library Updates
A Musical Wrap Up
July and August Birthdates to Celebrate
September Steeplenotes Deadline
COMMUNITY NEWS
Cumberland Wood Bank Needs Your Donations
Seaside Pavilion & The Salvation Army Invite You
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(Guest) Pastoral Notes

Dear good people of Foreside Community Church,

When I told my mother that I was thinking about going to seminary (I had grown up in a
UCC church, and our family had always been active in church, and I was in my early 30s), her re-
sponse was: “You don’t want to do that. Being a pastor is a thankless job.” 1 wish she were alive
to see The Foreside Community Church give the lie to that statement. For the three months that
Sarah and I have filled in as your “sabbatical pastors,” we have felt not only warmly welcomed
but deeply appreciated by all of you. It has certainly not been a thankless job!

The time has flown by and this week, June 30", will be our final Sunday with you. Both of
us will be on hand to share worship with you one last time. We plan to reflect on our time among
you and our impressions of the ways you live out Christ’s call to love God, love neighbor, and
love each other. We look forward to seeing you all in church and we plan to stick around to place
our bids at the One Pound Auction after church.

At the men’s breakfast this month, we were asked what we were doing next. Sarah will be
filling in for another sabbatical; this time, for Leslie Foley in Westbrook, and Cheryl will be
“roughing it” for two weeks as the visiting minister on Monhegan Island. Both of us will be con-
tinuing our busy schedules of “supply preaching” hither, thither, and yon. We will both miss the
good people of Foreside. We hope you have had as much fun with us as we have had with you.

It has been a delight to work with your amazing staff — Christina, Trevor, and David — and
we hope you realize how lucky you are to have them. They, along with the Ministers of Worship,
who take their responsibilities seriously and fulfill them with grace and dignity, have made the
two of us look good.

For the month of July, the Sunday “Prayers on the Patio” will be led by members of the
church and Rev. Joan Murray will be covering for any pastoral care needs. Pastor Geoff will re-
turn on the last Sunday of July. Remember to hold him in prayer as you await his return. We
know that you will show him the same love and appreciation you have shown us.

See you in church one last time Sunday!
Pastors Cheryl and Sarah
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My aumily and T, that s, my childen, my cousing, aund
Uheae fuends whe howe beceme foumily even the yeoand,
thank you (en that wendenyul sewice of worship ten dowyd
age when we celebualed the sixdielh cnnivensonwy ef my
oudinatien. We thank al whe had a leadenship nele in
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developed expentise.
Appreciatively, (pictured 1 to r) son Stephen Erb, The Rev. Charles “Chuck” Erb, and daughter Susan Rebecca Erb,
Chuch during the June 16th ordination anniversary celebration for Chuck. A very well attended worship at

which Susan was the pulpit guest, was followed by a coffee and cake reception hosted by the Men’s
Breakfast Club. The stole Chuck is wearing was hand crafted by his wife, The Rev. Rebecca Erb.

On the road and missing a ser-

Worship in the sanctuary... mon? Want to go back and re-

5 2 . isi ?
...and attendance on Sundays is open to all with the following visit any one sermon? Want to

e Ang share a sermon with a friend or
otocols ace:

family member? Pastor Geoff’s
Mask wearing is voluntary (a supply can be located in the

narthex).

We ask households to give each other good social distance.

Windows will be opened enough to increase ventilation. March 31, 2024 and including

Worship continues to also be live-streamed for attending Easter services (minus
convenience by going to:

sermons in both written and
audio form from May 2019 to

“Prayers on the Patio”) can be
i ’
https:/ /www.youtube.com/ v1ewe‘:d and/or heard on FCC’s
ForesideCommunityChurch website at:

http://www.foresidechurch.org/

Bulletins for each service, including words to that day’s

i index.php/category/sermons/
hymns are also posted at the above website address.

Supporting the Ministry of FCC

As we work to continue to offer ministry inside and out of our congregation in a time of so much instability, we
would invite you consider how you can continue to support our work in the world. Please know that if you would
like to mail a gift or regular pledge payment to the church office, the office will be open to receive that gift.

If you would like to make a one time gift online, or if you would like create an account for a monthly recur-
ring gift, you may do so through PayPal by going to our giving page and clicking the "Donate" button.

Thank you for the ways you share from your lives and empower the ministry of the church, offering connection,
nurturing, and support here and in the wider world!



http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/category/sermons/
http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/category/sermons/
http://www.foresidechurch.org/index.php/giving/
https://foresidechurch.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=51180da8ffb506588b2363910&id=19c1407a20&e=475d364cab
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
https://www.youtube.com/ForesideCommunityChurch
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday, August 13
10:00 a.m.

The Foreside
Community Church

Memorial Service &
Reception for
David William Clough

Beloved Artist &
Cherished FCC Member

Get out your Hawaiian shirts and plan to
spend time with “Tony’s.” Details to follow.

*
nock | i3

Let’s reconnect and enjoy a little summertime
together! Join us for “Mocktails on the Patio”
on August 2274 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

We have not decided the flavor of the mocktail but
know it will be delicious. There will be snacks to munch
on as well. But best of all, there will be lively conversa-
tion as we catch up on everyone’s summer adventures
thus far. I suspect you may even see Pastor Geoff make
an appearance so we can all hear about his time away!

Let’s make this as easy as possible and bring
your own glass to keep clean up and trash to a
minimum. Also, if you are able, bring an out-
door chair if you wish to sit. There will be some for
those who cannot lug one, but we hope for more people
than the number of chairs we havel!

Rain cancels the event so pray for sunshine so we can
reconnect as a community!

Green Teams
Gathering

SUNDAY, MAY 19
2.00 - 5.00PM (EASTERN)

Green Team members
Sue Clark, Janette Gus-
tafson, Nancy Olmstead
and Deb Reifsnyder joined
about sixty other members
and friends of congregational earth care / climate action
teams from around Southern Maine and beyond on Sun-
day afternoon, May 19.

The in-person gathering at Cape Elizabeth United
Methodist Church was hosted by the BTS Center of Port-
land and offered an opportunity for spiritual nourishment,
connection and exploration with people who are provid-
ing leadership for learning about the impacts of climate
change, pursuing sustainable practices and embracing eco-
logical understandings. About a dozen faith communities
were represented.

“It was helpful to meet up with others who share our
concerns,” commented Janette, who selected a workshop
introducing Climate and Faith, a seven-week, 40-day de-
votional resource developed by SALT. Other sessions
included a “Wonder and Wander Nature Walk: Mindful
Connection” through the trails behind the church, a
workshop exploring “earth connection stories” and a cre-
ation collage experience.

In welcoming remarks, BTS Center Executive Director
the Rev. Allen Ewing-Merrill reminded participants that
we are experiencing a §1 billion dollar weather crisis every
three weeks now in the U.S. He also spoke of the unique
role that churches can provide in connecting people with
the roots of our spiritual traditions and sacredness of all
life.

The BTS Center hopes to offer more networking ex-
petiences for church green teams in the future. Addition-
ally, the Center’s “Hope in Small Places: Becoming
People of Refugia Faith” Convocation 2024 will be
held September 26 - 27 at the Maple Hill Inn in Hallowell
and will include an on-line track. To learn more and regis-
ter, visit the BTS Center website at b#ps:/ / thebiscenter.org/

'

Team

The Green Team will host Prayers on
the Patio on Sunday morning, July 21,
followed by refreshments
and conversation.

Green
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UPDATES, REPORT OUTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS (cont.)

Summer Fun BINGO from Fellowship

The Fellowship Ministry would like to challenge you to a friendly game of (click for card link) BINGO! You can also
pick up a playing card in the narthex, for some fun things to do this summer. Many of the activities have connections to
our church. For every one you do, you mark it in some way and for every BINGO you get over the course of the sum-
mer, you will receive one entry into a drawing to win a gift card from our local bookstore Sherman’s. Even if you are not
a reader, there are so many wonderful things there to choose from so I know everyone can find something they would
like. There will be a drawing for those 18 and under and one for those over 18. We think every activity is possible for all
ages. This is fully on the honor system, although we may ask you a question or two about what you did and how you
liked it, particularly for the “%ry a new thing” category. Join in the fun! The drawing will take place at the welcome back
picnic, and you have until Labor Day to turn in your playing card into the church office. Can’t wait to see how much fun
you each have over the summer.

Lending Library

There is a wonderful selection of books and jigsaw puzzles down in the coffee hour room for everyone to borrow. This
is a lending library so after you either do the puzzle or read the book, please return it so someone else can enjoy it. In
September we will be culling out the collection. If there is something you have been thinking about taking but have not,
now is the time as some books will leave the shelves as we want to make room for some new selections. All the books
are from church members, and they are books that someone enjoyed enough to recommend for others. Please take ad-
vantage of what is there before you go out and buy a new book.
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file:///C:/Users/Christina Sklarz/Documents/Steeplenotes/2024 bingo card.pdf
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3 Musicians pot luck at Carol’s June 25th. 3
3 Wrapping up another resounding talented 3
§ “ringers and singers” season at FCC. E
2 Glorious weather! ]
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July Birthday Greetings

Cancer ~ Represented by the crab, Cancer
seamlessly weaves between the sea and shore
representing Cancer’s ability to exist in both emo-
tional and material realms. Cancers are highly
intuitive and their psychic abilities manifest in tan-
gible spaces.

Lisette Rodas - 8
Terry Skillin - 9
Olivia Knudsen - 15

Catherine Hannon - 22

August Birthday Greetings

Leo ~ Roll out the red carpet because Leo has
arrived. Passionate, loyal, and infamously dra-
matic, Leo is represented by the lion and these
spirited fire signs are the kings and queens of the
celestial jungle. They're delighted to embrace
their royal status: Vivacious, theatrical, and fiery,
Leos love to bask in the spotlight and celebrate.

Emily Demetriou - 11

Virgo ~ Virgos are logical, practical, and system-
atic in their approach to life. Virgo is an earth sign
historically represented by the goddess of wheat
and agriculture, an association that speaks to
Virgo's deep-rooted presence in the material
world. This earth sign is a perfectionist at heart
and isn’t afraid to improve skills through diligent
and consistent practice.

Ebbe Curtis - 24
Paul Dodson - 25
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Pastries (and coffee) *
on the Patio!

Women of the church, members and friends
please consider bringing your own* and
joining us on the church patio
@ 8:30 a.m.
Wednesday, July 17
and
Wednesday, August 21
to keep the camaraderie going
until we reconvene
around the breakfast table again on
Wednesday, September 18

rsvp's not necessary

The Men's Breakfast...
will break for July & August

reconvening on
Saturday, September 14 @ 8:30 a.m.
at the church
An enjoyable repast and
lively discussions are always on the menu!
FMI John Bischof
jegbischof@gmail.com or 781-2391

The September edition of Steeplenotes
material submittal deadline is
Wednesday, August 21, 2024

Submitted articles should be final and print
ready, pictures complete with captions in
jpeg format can be included. Thank you.

Deb Reifsnyder - 26
Jill Fox - 28
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Sister church Congregational Church in Cumberland, UCC and FCC’s abutting neighbor Dudley Warner are
hard at work this summer soliciting for wood donations for heating needs in our surrounding community. With
the tenaciously occurring and tree damaging weather Maine will continue to experience, this is a good time to remind

everyone of the ongoing need for donated wood. Cumberland Wood Bank is only one of about a dozen non profit

wood collectors located in Maine for Maine citizens. Finding the story so compelling, the New York Times

came to the state to 2021 and wrote a front page article (which can be read in its entirety by clicking this link)

on these efforts. Please consider contacting CWB on their website www.woodbank.org. if you are able to donate.
Thank you.

Cumberland Wood Bank

alocal volunteer fuel s5istance ProOgram « www.we

280 Maln Street
Cumberiand, ME 04021cut,
(207) 712-6320

Since 2007, dedicated volunteers at the Cumberland Woodbank have been taking donations of timber and
processing wood to keep our neighbors who heat with wood warm. We cut, split, and deliver firewood to
those in our community in need of support. We also provide funds for fuel assistance.

Not only does the Cumberland Wood Bank keep people warm, it builds our community and connections.
There have been years when about 100 cords have been processed. We are also collaborating with other non-
profits, other woodbanks, and the University of Maine to help communities throughout Maine create their
own local woodbanks. Currently there are only a handful of woodbanks in Maine.

There is a connection that occurs on the work site with the din of the chainsaws and splitters running. You
can’t really talk above the machinery while you work so you must be in sync and aware of everyone there.
Quickly we all fall into place and split another cord. We come from many different backgrounds but all have
one goal in mind — to make sure everyone is warm during a Maine winter.

All this hard work takes a toll on the supplies we have. We are always looking for donations of downed wood.
We are happy to talk to you about our work and the possibility of partnering with us.



file:///C:/Users/Christina Sklarz/Documents/Steeplenotes/Cumberland Wood NY Times 2021.pdf
http://www.woodbank.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS (cont.)

Christian Brothers & Sisters,

We are contacting you with in-
formation on our two upcoming
Christian Concerts here at Sea-
side Pavilion in Old Orchard
Beach, Maine. Christian artist
Jason Gray will be performing
on August 6 @ 7 p.m. and
Christian group Sanctus Real
will be performing on August
16 at 7 p.m.

We thought your church family
might be interested in attend-
ing. We offer senior discounts
as well as for parties of 10 or
more. Please feel free to con-
tact us at our box office with
any questions at (207) 934-
2024.

You can also check us out on
our website at seasidepavil-
ion.org as we have many more
scheduled concerts here this
summer. For your convenience,
we have attached a copy of our
poster of upcoming events.

Blessings,

Seaside Pavilion

The Salvation Army

| USA Eastern Territory

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont
8 Sixth Street,

Old Orchard Beach, ME 04064
Office: (207) 934-2024

ava.maynor@use.salvationarmy.org

http://seasidepavilion.org/

e DOING
Y THE MOST
GOOD

Old Orchard Beach,
Maine 04064

'm':\ L "ﬂ. Ph. 207" 34'2024

SEASIDE PAVI

Sat., 6/29, 7 pm * 3532 July 25-28

8405837 DOS July 27 - 30
[l Tapestry', the Carole King

Songbaok, staring Suzanne Davis is July 29 -3

the premier King musical tribute.

Thurs., 7/4, 7 pm * FREE!

d Come celebrate the 4th of July with
us at the Seaside Pavilion! Maine’s
195th 15 back by popular demand!

Tues., 7/30, 7 pm ¢ FREE!
B You will not want to miss this
magnificent music filled night!

Sat., 716 7pm * 927F25

3 3230 DOS

The Gary Backstrom Band performs
W  live tribute show dedicated to the
umeless hits of Peter Frampton,

Tues., 8/6, 7 pm * *40°37
%4542 DOS

Bl You will be sure to recognize
the songs of this award winning
Contemporary Christian artist,

{

Fri., 8/9, 7 pm ¢ ¥37/°35
$42/v40 DOS

With performances all over the

Ml world, John Acosta’s Bee Gees
Gold Tribute is the ultimate salute.

Tues., 719, 7 pm * 527725
732130 DOS

§ DBCO will perform their program,
“Romancing the Summer" which
includes many classic romantic songs

W Tues,, 8/13, 7 om * 227725

: # *32/30 DOS

A xpericnce the raw energy and
excitement of the Beatles before
America with Studio Two!

Tues., 7/16, 7 pm * 40437
345442 DOS

Relive the rock and roll magic with
Rumours: The Ultmate Fleetwood
Mac tribute show!

Fri,, 7119, 7 pm « 337735

471440 DOS

Amazing tribute to the timeless

™ American treasure Frankie Valli & the
Four Seasons. An audience favorite!

Fri., 8116, 7 pm * %40/37
45442 DOS

See the multi-award winning
Contemporary Christian band

| perform music that appeals to all

p FREE parking & shuttle service from
Old Orchard Beach High School

To purchase tickets visit seasidepavilion.org
or call 888-718-4253 § showclix



mailto:ava.maynor@use.salvationarmy.org
http://seasidepavilion.org/
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Daily Lectionary Readings for July 2024

Mon., July 1

Psalm 18:1-6, 43-50
1 Samuel 23:14-18

2 Corinthians 8:16-24

Tues., July 2
Psalm 18:1-6, 43-50
1 Samuel 31:1-13

2 Corinthians 9:1-5

Wed., July 3
Psalm 18:1-6, 43-50
1 Chronicles 10:1-14
Mark 9:14-29

Thurs., July 4
Psalm 48

2 Samuel 2:1-11

1 Corinthians 4:8-13

Fri., July 5

Psalm 48

2 Samuel 3:1-12

2 Corinthians 10:7-11

Sat., July 6
Psalm 48

2 Samuel 3:31-38
Matthew 8:18-22

Sun., July 7

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48

2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

Mon., July 8
Psalm 21
2 Samuel 5:1-10

2 Corinthians 11:16-33

Tues., July 9
Psalm 21

2 Samuel 5:11-16
James 5:7-12

Wed., July 10
Psalm 21

2 Samuel 5:17-25
John 7:1-9

Thurs., July 11
Psalm 24
Exodus 25:10-22
Colossians 2:1-5

Fri., July 12
Psalm 24

Exodus 37:1-16
Colossians 4:2-18

Sat., July 13
Psalm 24
Numbers 10:11-36
Luke 1:57-80

Sun., July 14

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24

Ephesians 1:3-14

Mark 6:14-29

Mon., July 15
Psalm 68:24-35
2 Samuel 6:6-12a
Acts 21:27-39

Tues., July 16
Psalm 68:24-35
2 Samuel 3:12-16
Acts 23:12-35

Wed., July 17
Psalm 68:24-35

2 Samuel 6:16-23
Luke 7:31-35

Thurs., July 18
Psalm 89:20-37

1 Chronicles 11:15-19
Colossians 1:15-23

Fri., July 19

Psalm 89:20-37

1 Chronicles 14:1-2
Acts 17:16-31

Sat., July 20

Psalm 89:20-37

1 Chronicles 15:1-2, 16:4-13
Luke 18:35-43

Sun., July 21

2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Psalm 89:20-37
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

Mon., July 22
Psalm 61

2 Samuel 7:18-29
Hebrews 13:17-25

Tues., July 23
Psalm 61

2 Samuel 8:1-18
Acts 20:17-38

Wed., July 24
Psalm 61

2 Samuel 9:1-13
Luke 15:1-7

Thurs., July 25
Psalm 14

2 Samuel 10:1-5
Colossians 1:9-14

Fri., July 26
Psalm 14

2 Samuel 10:6-12
Colossians 3:12-17

Sat., July 27
Psalm 14

2 Samuel 10:13-19
John 4:31-38

Sun., July 28

2 Samuel 11:1-15
Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

Mon., July 29
Psalm 37:12-22

2 Samuel 11:14-21
Philippians 4:10-20

Tues., July 30

Psalm 37:12-22 2
Samuel 11:22-27
Romans 15:22-33

Wed., July 31
Psalm 37:12-22 2
Chronicles 9:29-31
Mark 6:35-44
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Thurs., Aug. 1
Psalm 51:1-12
Exodus 32:19-26a
Corinthians 11:17-22

Fri., Aug. 2

Psalm 51:1-12

Joshua 23:1-16

1 Corinthians 11:27-34

Sat., Aug. 3
Psalm 51:1-12
Judges 6:1-10
Matthew 16:5-12

Sun., Aug. 4

2 Samuel 11:26—12:13a
Psalm 51:1-12
Ephesians 4:1-16

John 6:24-35

Mon., Aug. 5
Psalm 50:16-23

2 Samuel 12:15-25
Ephesians 4:17-24

Tues., Aug. 6

Psalm 50:16-23

2 Samuel 13:1-19

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

Wed., Aug. 7
Psalm 50:16-23

2 Samuel 13:20-36
Mark 8:1-10

Thurs., Aug. 8

Psalm 130

2 Samuel 13:37—14:24
Romans 15:1-6

Fri., Aug. 9

Psalm 130

2 Samuel 14:25-33
Galatians 6:1-10

Sat., Aug. 10
Psalm 130

2 Samuel 15:1-13
Matthew 7:7-11

Sun., Aug. 11

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33
Psalm 130

Ephesians 4:25—5:2

John 6:35, 41-51

Mon., Aug. 12
Psalm 57

2 Samuel 15:13-31
Ephesians 5:1-14

Tues., Aug. 13
Psalm 57

2 Samuel 18:19-33
2 Peter 3:14-18

Wed., Aug. 14
Psalm 57

2 Samuel 19:1-18
John 6:35-40

Thurs., Aug. 15
Psalm 111

1 Kings 1:1-30
Acts 6:8-15

Fri., Aug. 16
Psalm 111

1 Kings 1:28-48
Romans 16:17-20

Sat., Aug. 17
Psalm 111

1 Kings 2:1-11
John 4:7-26

Sun., Aug. 18

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14
Psalm 111

Ephesians 5:15-20
John 6:51-58

Mon., Aug. 19
Psalm 101

1 Kings 3:16-28
Acts 6:1-7

Tues., Aug. 20
Psalm 101

1 Kings 7:1-12
Acts 7:9-16

Wed., Aug. 21
Psalm 101

1 Kings 8:1-21
Mark 8:14-21

Thurs., Aug. 22
Psalm 84

1 Kings 4:20-28

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Fri., Aug. 23
Psalm 84

1 Kings 4:29-34
Romans 13:11-14

Sat., Aug. 24

Psalm 84

1 Kings 5:1-12
Luke 11:5-13

Sun., Aug. 25

1 Kings 8:[1, 6, 10-11] 22- 30, 41-43
Psalm 84

Ephesians 6:10-20

John 6:56-69

Mon., Aug. 26
Psalm 11

1 Kings 5:13-18
Ephesians 5:21—6:9

Tues., Aug. 27
Psalm 11

1 Kings 6:1-14 J
Ephesians 6:21-

24 Wed., Aug. 28
Psalm 11

1 Kings 6:15-38
John 15:16-25

Thurs., Aug. 29

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9

Song of Solomon 1:1-17
James 1:1-8

Fri., Aug. 30

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9
Song of Solomon 2:1-7
James 1:9-16

Sat., Aug. 31
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9
Hosea 3:1-5
John 18:28-32
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